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27 Demands
__________________________
Abbreviated Staged Reading Version
Based upon Transcripts of Suspension Appeal Hearings
Prepared, Edited, and Altered by Peter Wood
Black Power at Ole Miss: Remembrance, Reckoning, and Repair at Fifty Years
February 24, 2020
CHANCELLOR FORTUNE
For purposes of identification, let me say that I am Porter L. Fortune, Jr., Chancellor of 
the University of Mississippi. This meeting is called in response to your request in order 
that you may appeal from the sentence of the Judicial Council as approved by Mr. 
Whitney D. Stuart, Assistant to the Dean of the Division of Student Personnel. As is 
customary in appeals of this nature, I have asked the Division Heads of the University or 
their representatives to sit with me to hear your appeal. Now may I introduce Dr. W. 
Alton Bryant, Vice Chancellor; Mr. John W. Savage, Business Manager; Mr. George 
Street, Director of Development; Mr. Bobby Towery, Assistant Director of Student 
Activities (he is representing the Division of Student Personnel); and Mr. E. F. Yerby, 
Executive Assistant to the Chancellor, who is Secretary to Division Heads. After your 
appeal has been heard, these gentlemen will advise with me, but the responsibility for 
reaching a decision is mine and mine alone. After the appeal has been presented, the 
matter will be taken under advisement; and you will be informed of my decision in 
writing by a letter addressed to your University post office box. Mr. Brittain, you may 
proceed.
JOHN BRITTAIN
Mr. Chancellor, what is the scope of this review? What will we be reviewing in this 
proceeding? 
CHANCELLOR FORTUNE
We will be reviewing the evidence of incidents that had to do with the recommended 
suspension of these students.
JOHN BRITTAIN
Will this be limited just to the sentence or will it include the entire charge and affair?
CHANCELLOR FORTUNE
No. It will be limited to the sentence.
JOHN BRITTAIN
In other words, the question we are going to resolve is whether the sentence meets the 
alleged conduct of the particular student.
CHANCELLOR FORTUNE
That’s right, and whether the sentence is proper or not.
JOHN BRITTAIN
Will we consider whether these people actually did anything wrong at all in this review 
hearing?
2.
CHANCELLOR FORTUNE
Well, if that is relevant to the sentence itself, yes.
JOHN BRITTAIN
Will you have witnesses from the University in this hearing?
CHANCELLOR FORTUNE
No.
JOHN BRITTAIN
Do you have a record from the Judicial Council stating what facts they found in their 
hearings? 
CHANCELLOR FORTUNE
I do not at this point. 
JOHN BRITTAIN
Chancellor, before we get started, my clients, in particular Mr. Mayfield, has asked me to 
make the following request. They request that since this review committee is not 
established by any written authority of the University but is based upon a past custom 
that the past custom be deviated from in this instance and that an independent body be 
created to review the area such as the Faculty Senate or the Faculty Senate Executive 
Committee to name just a few considerations because they feel that the administration is 
an interested, a biased, and a prejudicial party in this whole controversy between the 
black students and you in particular as Chancellor but the institution and the 
administration in general, and they feel that they cannot get a fair and impartial review 
from this review committee. Therefore they ask that this review committee recuse 
themselves and that we attempt to establish an independent body to hear this review.
CHANCELLOR FORTUNE
Since it is the responsibility of the Chancellor and  since it is the traditional responsibility 
and continued responsibility of the Chancellor, I’ll have to deny that. 
JOHN BRITTAIN
We then intend to proceed by having the particular person explain his or her version of 
the story and we have several witnesses who were at the Fulton Chapel affair on the night 
of the 25th, I believe, of February, and we would like to use their testimony not only in 
support of Mr. Mayfield’s position, but in support of the rest so as to avoid unnecessary 
duplications.
CHANCELLOR FORTUNE
 All right.
JOHN BRITTAIN
Please state your name, age, and student classification.
3.
KENNETH MAYFIELD
My name is Kenneth Mayfield; my age is 18; my classification is junior.
HENRIEESE ROBERTS
My name is Henrieese Roberts, I’m from Winona, Mississippi, and I’m a sophomore.
ALVA RUTH PEYTON
My name is Alva Ruth Peyton, I’m a freshman, I’m from Yazoo City, Mississippi.
JOHN ALFRED DONALD
I’m John Alfred Donald, first year law student. I’m from Jackson. Finished Ole Miss ‘68. 
Upon graduation I went into the service and served 17 months in the Navy.
LINNIE BELL LIGGINS
I am Linnie Bell Liggins, I am a senior and I am a resident of Oxford, Mississippi.
THERON EVANS
My name is Theron Evans, Jr.  I’m a second semester freshman, Sir, from Newton, 
Mississippi.
PAUL JACKSON
I’m from Greenville; my name is Paul Jackson. I’m a sophomore here at the University.
DONALD COLE
My name is Donald R. Cole. I’m from Jackson, Mississippi, and I’m a sophomore in the 
School of Engineering.
JOHN JOHN BRITTAIN
Have you ever been involved in any trouble or disciplinary proceedings on this campus 
prior to the recent one?
KENNETH MAYFIELD
No, I haven’t. 
HENRIEESE ROBERTS
No.
ALVA RUTH PEYTON
No.
LINNIE BELL LIGGINS
This is my first offense.
4.
THERON EVANS
No, Sir, I haven’t.
PAUL JACKSON
When I first came here in ‘68. A white boy, came to my room with a Smith and Wesson; 
and he pointed it in my face and threatened me with that gun, and he got one year’s 
suspension, the same punishment I got for that little minor incident that we were in, you 
see.
DONALD COLE
None whatsoever.
JOHN DONALD
None at all. I was the first black student to be admitted to the honorary military fraternity, 
Scabbard and Blade.
JOHN BRITTAIN
Mr. Donald, when did you first come to the University?
JOHN DONALD
I came to Ole Miss my sophomore year, and I completed my freshman year and my 
sophomore here in ‘65. ‘65-’66 school year. 
JOHN BRITTAIN
From your undergraduate years, did you have any other office on campus or were you in 
any other organizations?
JOHN DONALD
I was in the political science organization. As far as offices, student body wise, none at 
all. I might add though, you know, that when, I was one of the first blacks to be contacted 
by members of the Associated Student Body, you know, in case they wanted the blacks to 
do anything, you know. And as far as information is concerned and far as participating in 
various functions on campus, you know...
JOHN BRITTAIN
You say you’ve had some military experience. When did you enter the service and what 
branch, and when were you discharged?
JOHN DONALD
I entered the service, I received a commission upon graduation, the 26th of May, I believe 
it was, and I entered active duty the 21st of June and was discharged October 27th.
JOHN BRITTAIN
What branch?
5.
JOHN DONALD
Navy. I was in the Navy. I was in ROTC on campus, contract student.
JOHN BRITTAIN
What was your rank in the military?
JOHN DONALD
I went in as an ensign, and came out as a j.g. I received a couple of awards from the 
Naval ROTC program. One particular at the Chancellor’s Review for being the contract 
student with the highest average aptitude. 
JOHN BRITTAIN
When did you enter law school?
JOHN DONALD
I entered law school this past January. I was discharged October 27, and I applied for law 
school and was accepted and entered in January.
JOHN BRITTAIN
So you mean you’ve just been here since January after your discharge from the military?
JOHN DONALD
That’s right.
JOHN BRITTAIN
You had just been here about a month before your arrest?
JOHN DONALD
Affirmative.
JOHN BRITTAIN
And you say you had a clean record while you were here at undergraduate school with a 
noted honor and distinction?
JOHN DONALD
That’s right.
JOHN BRITTAIN
We are called upon today to present our side of the case with reference to the 
recommendations which were returned by the Student Judicial Council. Before we get 
into some of the merits of the case, I would like to ask you whether you think you can get 
a fair or impartial hearing from this review committee and what you know of the 
University and what you know of these gentlemen from your past experiences?
6.
JOHN DONALD
Well, this is something I’ve thought about a lot, and in all seriousness to Chancellor 
Fortune and the other members of the review committee, and the thing that puzzles me, 
you know, most of all is how much, I mean how affected are you all concerning the 
statements from Lt. Governor Sullivan or even your statement Chancellor concerning 
acting harsh and vigorously agains those who participated in the events. And I had some 
sort of optimism at first, I should say, with the Judiciary Council, and it didn’t last very 
long; and when the decision was reached, you know, I felt, you know the thing I question, 
you know, is whether or not you all will take the initiative and really look at it fairly and 
decide if the punishment is justified and if we are really guilty of, you know, doing 
anything that was detrimental to the University as far as destroying property and things of 
this nature, and I just, personally I feel you know that I’m pessimistic really. Completely.
ALVA RUTH PEYTON
Honestly speaking, I don’t, and I wondered last night—I’ve been wondering all along, 
but I just really thought about it, why you decided to have this hearing, this appeal, 
because I believe that your mind’s already made up. No matter what we say your minds 
are made up. You plan to let us go or agree with our sentence, and I guess the only thing 
the only think I see were they decided to have the hearing so it would look good to the 
State, so they say well, the blacks, these eight blacks were suspended, that’s for this 
appeal. If they turn down the appeal you know, then they wouldn’t look fair, so they have 
to look fair. And so you have the hearing and then you kicked us out and they you say, no, 
the sentence still stands.
JOHN BRITTAIN
Please explain what you did on the night of February 25 did you go into Fulton Chapel 
where the Up With People Program was in progress?
JOHN DONALD
I marched into the chapel quietly. I disturbed nobody in the audience, and marched 
around the entire chapel and eventually we went up on the stage. There’s one thing they 
don’t realize. We were approached by certain members of the cast saying, “Why don’t 
you cats come on stage?” You know. And this is a fact. The guy said why don’t you come 
on stage? And it was some time, as anybody there can tell you, it was some time before 
blacks went on stage. Blacks just didn’t walk in and go up on stage. And there was no 
disturbances as far as we’re concerned the show continued as it was. There was several 
applauses during the show while we were there.
KENNETH MAYFIELD
I walked into Fulton Chapel, down the aisle, and up on the stage and represented what 
were in there for—and that was to seek some kind of—I don’t know, let me see what 
would you call it, some kind of justice here on the University, ah, some kind of equality, 
you know, and that’s what I was representing, when I went up on stage. 
7.
My purpose up on the stage was not to disturb the people in there. It was simply to 
dramatize the situation here at Ole Miss. Ah, and I did indeed go up on the stage and 
afterward I left.
HENRIEESE ROBERTS
All we really did was go up on the stage and hold our fists up and Black power chant an 
that was all and came down. No one was hurt or anything and I don’t think we disrupted 
the program because the program continued while we were up there.
ALVA RUTH PEYTON
I walked up on the stage, and I walked down, and I mean I was with the group. It was 
nothing special, meaning nothing different from anyone else, and I walked down and then 
I walked out of the building, you know you talk about one of the charges against us was 
that we disturbed the peace?
PAUL JACKSON
I went to Fulton Chapel. I went up on stage, and I came back down and went out and 
went to jail. The police were waiting for us.
LINNIE BELL LIGGINS
Ah, I went into Fulton Chapel and walked up on the stage and we stayed there, oh about 
ten minutes and left. 
JOHN BRITTAIN
What did you do while you were on the stage?
LINNIE BELL LIGGINS
Ah, I just stood there on the stage and my right hand was raised in the black power 
symbol.
JOHN BRITTAIN
Excuse me for asking, but about how much do you weigh?
LINNIE BELL LIGGINS
About 92 pounds.
JOHN BRITTAIN
You really couldn’t do too much to anybody if you wanted to, could you?
LINNIE BELL LIGGINS
Uh, no I don’t think I could.
JOHN BRITTAIN
After you said you raised your fist, what did you do next?
8.
LINNIE BELL LIGGINS
We just, I remained on the stage and then left and uh, outside we were confronted with 
the highway patrol and taken to jail.
JOHN BRITTAIN
Were you scared when you saw the highway patrolmen?
LINNIE BELL LIGGINS
No. I mean, uh, they had a lot of guns and everything but uh, they didn’t scare me.
JOHN BRITTAIN
Where [were] you kept that evening that you were arrested?
LINNIE BELL LIGGINS
Uh, in the Lafayette County Jail.
JOHN BRITTAIN
Did you strike anyone?
LINNIE BELL LIGGINS
No.
JOHN BRITTAIN
While in the Chapel?
LINNIE BELL LIGGINS
No.
JOHN BRITTAIN
Push or shove anyone?
LINNIE BELL LIGGINS
No. 
JOHN BRITTAIN
Did you notice anyone who had been disturbed by your actions?
LIGGINS
No, well I was standing right there in front and looking out in the audience and the people 
didn’t seem to be disturbed at all to me. 
JOHN BRITTAIN
Did you see anybody get up and leave?
9.
LINNIE BELL LIGGINS
No, I didn’t.
JOHN BRITTAIN
Do you know why the Council imposed the sentence it did upon you? You know what 
you had been found guilty of doing? Did they tell you?
LINNIE BELL LIGGINS
Uh, I don’t really know what I was suspended for. I think that there have been other 
incidents here at the University which were, I guess you could call violent. Our 
demonstration was called violent, but it wasn’t violent at all. But there have been violent 
incidents here on campus, and actual disruptions and I don’t know of any of those people 
being suspended, and for first offense or maybe second offense. Panty raids go on all the 
time. You know, we’ve had more than one incident of upsetting the campus about a panty 
raid. I don’t really understand the rules or grounds on which we were suspended. 
JOHN BRITTAIN
Did any communication from the administration or the Judicial Council inform you of 
why you were suspended?
LINNIE BELL LIGGINS
Well, the letter stated very vaguely something about disruption but I don’t feel that I 
created a disruption.
JOHN BRITTAIN
Again, to you feel you did anything differently from the other 45 individuals who 
allegedly participated but who did not get thrown out?
LINNIE BELL LIGGINS
I think the 53 alleged persons did the same thing, and it was not violent action.
JOHN BRITTAIN
Miss Liggins, do you see any reason why in light of your good work here at the 
University and your close proximity to graduations approximately 30 to 35 days from 
now, do you see a reason why you should receive this harsh penalty?
LINNEY BELL LIGGINS
I see no justification in why I should be deprived of my graduation after working here at 
this University but also if I were an entering freshman, I still don’t feel that the 
suspension is just. 
10.
For the fact that I have been here at this University for almost three years and there has 
been no significant changes in relation to black people here and I felt that what I did was 
not a spontaneous action in my—an action without thinking, and I felt that whatever we 
did there would be ah, ah, some punishment or some form of action, but nothing as harsh 
as we got for action committed, and I think that my actions were justified, ah, because the 
University, the University needs something to wake them up and to make them stand up 
and look and see what black people are talking about and what black people want here at 
this University and I felt if I had it do do all over again I would because people are aware 
of what we want now, before were just going around in circles and now people are 
beginning to be concerned by what we want. Maybe I won’t get my diploma, but there 
are black people who will be here and will carry on the fight. It’s not a lost cause. We 
have 27 demands that we want, and we will use the means necessary to get them.
ALVA RUTH PEYTON
The black students at the University have 27 demands—27 demands that we think are 
valid and that we think we should have, and I wasn’t here before because this is my first 
year. But I been told by the other black students they have approached the Chancellor and 
the other members of the administration to see about getting our demands and nothing 
happened, that they were given a run around, no one listened to them. But since I came 
and I was told of the 27 demands but I really didn’t have to be told of them because it 
was so obvious how unfair and prejudiced and racist this University is and I found out 
through my own experiences that we—about the 27 demands. Ah, we decided that the 
administration had to know and had to realize that we mean, no, that these demands mean 
something to us and its just not, just wasn’t anything to do something or we were 
bored.The 27 demands, this is it, I mean this is what we care about. When you come to a 
university automatically you come to get an education, an education is important to black 
people, because we say education is the thing that is gonna get us off the bottom and as 
you know we are on the bottom but when you come to an institution where you want to 
get this education and its made so difficult how can you ever get off, you know, when you 
are being pressured by the white people here, when you being in so many words told by 
the administration and the policies that you’re not wanted here because this is my State I 
was born here, this is my University because my parent pay taxes for it, and I think I have 
a right and the black students have a right just as any other student to get the education 
and to help prepare them for the future. I want an eduction to prepare so I can help my 
black brothers and sisters. And if I can’t come to an institution, my institution, where this 
type of education can be given to me then what’s the use. Because it all comes back to the 
demands, that’s what it is all about. We want black instructors. I want my parents to be 
paying for something that they can say really represents them and represents their child. 
They, they don’t want to pay for black instructors, white instructors or white deans. 
They’ve been paying for it all along and until ‘62—was that right?
JOHN BRITTAIN
Uh huh.
11.
ALVA RUTH PEYTON
They were paying for whites to go to school. You know they weren’t paying for me to go 
to school—the taxes, I want to be represented in this school and just like an outsider here, 
you know, there’s nothing for me. I want to be represented, I want my black brothers and 
sisters to be represented, and the only way we can be represented is if we get our 
demands. What happens to me as an individual is not important. The thing that happens 
to me, what happens to my people, what happens to my race, that’s the only thing that is 
important.
JOHN BRITTAIN
Do you have anything further that you would like to add on the demands?
KENNETH MAYFIELD
Yes. I would like to add one more thing. I don’t know whether it was a plan or not to 
impose such a sentence upon the black students and then hope that we would get so 
engaged in getting back in school that we would forget our demands, period, but if it 
is—you have a false prediction because we are definitely planning on getting our 
demands and I mean if it means going home by this university, if it means the arrest from 
sentence on, we still are planning on getting our demands. I mean, the demands are 
simple it just—I don’t know whether it’s behind y’all or not but achieved. Every one of 
them. Now maybe I’m wrong on that but I simply believe it. Ah, therefore the black 
students and I particularly speaking of my behavior, will not tolerate such inequality. And 
in courses, I mean I can’t take a black history course. I can’t take a black course 
whatsoever in political science. I can’t read about black brothers in literature, and I mean 
I’m interested in learning about black people as well as white people and I think some 
white students should be interested in learning too, because if they did then maybe we 
could eliminate some of this prejudice you know some of this racism. I know definitely 
that it would, and I remember last year when we had a meeting ah, remember the 
Chancellor being there and a few more administrators and they told us they say well, is 
really nothing we can do you know to stop this racist atmosphere. Say it’s up to the 
students, you know, we can’t do anything about it, and I definitely believe that if this 
administration would do something like get in some black courses so people could really 
learn, you know, because a lot of time, a lot of racism is caused by ignorance. I mean you 
just really don’t know. I mean some of those guys walking around here on campus right 
now I didn’t know all of them say them colored folks inferior, and I really do believe they 
really believe it. If they had black courses or if they had black instructors I believe that 
could eliminate some of this racism and therefor it would be beneficial to not only the 
black students but to white students, to white people and to black people, and people in 
general everywhere.
JOHN DONALD
All we did, first of all, and I want to make this explicitly clear to the members of this 
board. 
12.
All we did, first of all, was to try to dramatize the demands to the administration, the 
student body, and to the State. Now, we have presented demands for three years, and for 
three years we’ve called ourselves acting in good faith. And nothing, I mean, we don’t, 
we aren’t even give the consideration to be informed of the progress being taken on our 
demands, if any such progress is being taken. We present demands, and that’s the last we 
hear of it until we present another list of demands. And this process was going over and 
over and over, no efforts were allowed, you know, no efforts were made to act on these 
demands. We weren’t going in Fulton Chapel, you know, just to become a part of the 
national situation. I think that’s you made the statement on WLAC, we didn’t go into 
Fulton Chapel because it’s the national thing. I mean, we went into Fulton Chapel 
because it’s something that blacks here at Ole Miss want. This is the important thing and 
something that blacks need. I mean if you were black, and you could see the freshman 
coming on this yard, the apprehensions about them, and then they quickly form these 
complexes. First of all, that every white professor on this campus is out to get them; that 
their counselors, white counselors are out to get them. Then you can see that blacks need 
some other blacks to help them adjust to the situation at Ole Miss. And black studies, for 
instance, I can’t see how this is going to hurt the school.  I think it’s, it’s probably the 
biggest step toward changing attitudes on this campus; because only when you know a 
person can you really learn to respect a person. And so it wasn’t a matter that we was just 
doing something, you know, to cause a, not even just to cause a controversy. This is not 
the case at all. And I really feel that I, my personal convictions is this, I was sincere about 
the demands, and I don’t think the emphasis should be placed so much on the 
punishment. I think the demands still have to be worked on.
PAUL JACKSON
Since I have been here, I have worked with the rest of the group in asking and traveling 
through the channels of this University by asking them to obey some of the laws that are 
set down by the United States Government. But it seems as if they won’t, and so we had 
to do this thing in order to get some kind of attention from outside of this—what’s the 
word for this place—...or parochial state.
THERON EVANS
As I stated before, I feel that the demands the black students are as any on this campus 
are legitimate. I feel that the black students should support these demands; and I feel that 
the administration should act...that the administration should be reasonable toward these 
demands, these black demands. I can’t think of any one off hand that would be 
unreasonable with any given length of time. I think that most of them could afford to be 
met right away. And as far as the Judicial Council decision, I think, as I said before, that it 
was highly irrational, and that I was judged merely on the basis of my skin rather than the 
type of incident or the kind of crime that I was suppose to have committed.
13.
DONALD COLE
Had it not been for those demands, I wouldn’t be here today. Another thing, if the 
demands shows some racism existing on campus, and it’s clear that if the racism did not 
exist, I wouldn’t be here, I wouldn’t be going through this trial. But in essence, in reality, 
it does exist, and I feel relatively sure that if I were a white student, I wouldn’t be sitting 
here before, being judged by those white people now. Which in itself shows some 
partiality here.
JOHN BRITTAIN
Do you actually know, Mr. Cole, what the Judicial Council found you guilty of doing? 
Did they tell you in any letter what facts they had found?
DONALD COLE
No. It wasn’t any circumstantial, any tangible evidence that was presented to me. They 
found me guilty of something that they themselves are uncertain about. And as of today 
I’m not completely clear on what all they found me guilty of and why. So they...
JOHN BRITTAIN
Do you know anyone who made any complaining statements against you? 
DONALD COLE
No. None whatsoever.
JOHN BRITTAIN
Why then, in your opinion, do you feel you are being singled out in spite of the fact that 
you claim you did not do anything wrong?
LINNIE BELL LIGGINS
I feel that it’s the general consensus of the administration, the Board of Trustees, or 
whoever that somebody had to go and they only basis they could come up with was the 
use of the photo because eight people could be identified so we had to go.
JOHN BRITTAIN
Are you saying the other 45 were not positively identified?
LINNIE BELL LIGGINS
No they weren’t. There were some, uh, uh, well, I don’t know what you call it. Well, 
anyway statements that were signed, uh, saying that certain people were there and 
everything but some people did not have any statements of any kind. And the person, one 
person I know who signed a statement agains me, uh, refused to come and uh, identify 
me before the Council, and I don’t feel that was justified, if she could identify me on the 
picture in somebody’s office she could just as well have come and pointed me out in 
person, and I don’t think she could have. 
14.
JOHN BRITTAIN
Did you have any opportunity to talk with this person before your hearing?
LINNIE BELL LIGGINS
No.
JOHN BRITTAIN
So you mean someone swore out a statement against you that you had done something 
but they refused to come and what we call in law be confronted by you and have you ask 
them some questions?
LINNIE BELL LIGGINS
That’s what her statement said, but I can identify her but I am not willing to come 
forward.
JOHN BRITTAIN
Did the Council give you any opportunity to go out and see her and possibly get some 
information as to why she said it. 
LINNIE BELL LIGGINS
No.
JOHN BRITTAIN
Or to find out whether she really identified you or probably misidentified you?
LINNIE BELL LIGGINS
No.
JOHN BRITTAIN
Is there anything else, Miss Liggins, that you would like to add of particular importance 
to you?
LINNIE BELL LIGGINS
Well, I would just like to say this, I feel that my actions were justified because if I am 
allowed to graduate from this University, I feel that it would be just getting a piece of 
paper—that there is no way that I can justify calling the University of Mississippi my 
Alma Mater and really feeling the true sense of it because we have been deprived of our 
rights here and, well, we’ve not participated in activities and become a real part of the 
University, and I feel that whatever I did it was to bring to light some of the frustrations 
that we have experienced here, and I feel that what I did was justified and that the 
suspension from the University is unjustified and is disgraceful.
THERON EVANS
Well, about the only thing that I would like to add is that I don’t feel that what I did was 
wrong whatsoever. 
15.
Personally, I feel that the punishment that was meted out by the Judicial Council was 
irresponsible, irrational, because who has ever heard of anyone being kicked out of 
school just for a mere protest demonstrate. There was no kind of violence whatsoever. We 
walks out, come out of the building, a man points a .12 gauge at your head and says 
you’re under arrest. Now tell me, is that justice? Is that really justice? Also and, well for 
instance, the beer riot when over 600 students participated and there was all types of 
damage, I mean there was damage. To be more recent, the other night, a few weeks 
ago...on Fraternity Row there were fires and incidents, I mean property damage and yet 
none of those students has been, no more than disc..., no disciplinary action whatsoever. 
But yet I, we are in a peaceful protest, and then were are hauled to jail, and then from the 
Judicial Council, they decide to just dismiss and kick us out of school. Now if that’s not a 
racial issue....
HENRIEESE ROBERTS
I would like to say this—maybe, maybe I would like to say this to the black people 
coming up here. Maybe I will be suspended, but do something for the blacks coming. I 
mean, don’t put everybody through the hell. I mean you don’t know, you don’t know 
what it’s like.
She sobs quietly.
JOHN BRITTAIN
Please take a minute to just relax.
HENRIEESE ROBERTS
Ok. This is what I want to say. Don’t make another mistake. Ok. You’ll think Fulton 
Chapel was something, Fulton Chapel wasn’t nothing. And I mean it’s like this. I’ll be 
honest with you, you can push me to a point. You can push anybody black to a point. 
Now, you had a riot in ‘62, and you don’t want anything like that to happen again, and 
you know white people has their rights, but black people have one too and it can’t happen 
here. But the point is don’t go making the same mistake over again. Don’t make people 
suffer, because you got the power to change things, and we are not asking for the world 
we just asking for what belongs to us rightfully, black courses, black instructors, black 
counselors, black deans, and that’s all.
ALVA RUTH PEYTON
Only thing I want to say is, no matter what happens to me or to the black people at this 
University, you can’t keep us down. Maybe this is your main reason, you want to keep us 
down, but we’ve been down too long. I mean we’ve been on the bottom, we’ve been 
slavery too long, and just, we’re not going to accept being down any more. That’s why 
we are not going to accept, whatever you do we are going to counter react in the sense 
that we have our goal right now, those members of the black community, our goal is 27 
demands. 
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No matter what you do we’ll never forget about them, and our aim will always be those 
27 demands, and you can keep us down. You know, it’s been a white man’s thing all 
along, you know, keep the niggers down, keep them back, keep them uneducated. Only 
thing I know about slavery is what I have read you know, you always in slavery, as I’ve 
read, you didn’t want, you had to go in the back woods to go to church even and during 
the church people were educated, they were taught how to read. Masters, so called 
masters, didn’t want the people to learn how to read, the black people. You don’t want us 
educated cause you feel we would get what is rightfully ours. We don’t want what’s 
yours, we don’t want whats your’s we just want what is ours. And to be you know so 
called citizens of the United States and citizens of this city, I mean this State, well, we’re 
really not nothing in slavery I think a man was kinda just just one third a black many 
something like that, I don’t even think you count us as one third and since I think I’ve 
wasted my time cause no matter what I say your mind is made up and my being thrown 
out of school is, like I said before, is not all that important. Bringing the black people up 
as a race and as human beings is what’s important cause we’re people, we have feelings, 
we have desires and hopes like my mother—she’s worked so hard you know just to get 
me educated—there’s four of us in my family and that’s the only thing she wanted, to get 
us educated.
JOHN DONALD
Just one point, this is again concerning ridding Ole Miss of the eight students at Ole Miss. 
I can’t see it really helping the situation at Ole Miss. Really, just getting rid of the blacks. 
And I don’t think, I mean, I want to mention, make clear that it’s not about John Donald 
trying to threaten anybody or John Donald saying this and that to harass a few people. 
I’m serious when I say that a lot of blacks now on campus who weren’t really involved at 
first have become more and more concerned. First of all, I think, because of the harshness 
of the penalties. It think the average one on campus did not feel that such harsh 
punishment would be issued. And I feel that it’s important, you know, that all of us begin 
now, first of all, to insure that blacks stay at Ole Miss, and that blacks become truly, that 
we really work toward communications between whites and blacks on campus. And I 
think now that enough people on the campus is concerned, as I said before, it’s time to do 
it. That’s all I’ve got to say.
PAUL JACKSON
I would just like to hope that eventually they change. If they don’t, we’re going to have to 
move and help them change by any means possible we’re going to do this; and I’m 
perfectly willing to give up what I have to give up for this struggle. And it may eventually 
mean my life; but it will mean a happier time for my children, grandchildren, etc. And the 
rest of my black brothers and sisters. And I just hope that they change before they have to 
give up something, which they will.
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DONALD COLE
I’ve done nothing to get suspended from school. All my actions were to try and help 
make this University a better university for every student here. Then I would like to get 
back to those demands. Those demands were my effort to promote this University to 
stand for what it’s suppose to stand, theoretically, but fails to stand for in reality. And 
those are my views on punishment. And as for my personal views about the situation in 
general, I have a statement I would like to make, and I like to know if I can make it this 
moment.
BRITTAIN
Certainly.
COLE
Ok. I have here a poem that I would like to read. It’s very short, if y’all have time to 
listen.
(Pause.)
To Be Born Black.
COLE begins to read. With each line, one of the 
other students joins their voice to his until all 8 
voices are reciting the lines.
DONALD COLE
To be born black in Nat Turner’s day was to be a slave. / It was to work for the white man 
to be earthly safe. / It was to walk down the road and se / A black man hanging from the 
limb of a tree. / To be born black in Nat Turner’s day was to be hated. / It was to be 
beaten, oppressed, and discriminated. / It was to be sold here in Mississippi land / And 
left at the mercy and the cruelty of the white man. / And guess what...it was to be born / 
And have the woods searched to see if any black man, woman, or child was attending 
church; / But now all black men can proudly say / That Nat Turner’s day will never come 
again.
There is a long pause as the words echo.
JOHN BRITTAIN
Thank you all.
(pause)
Mr. Chancellor, for the record, I would like to object to the scope of this hearing in that it 
was limited, as you stated at the outset to the sentence. I would also again like to put 
before you on behalf of my clients, as they so testified, that this committee is so 
interestedly involved in the whole situation between the black students and these 27 
demands that it is impossible by any stretch of the imagination for it to objectively and 
impartially review their cases. 
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I addition, I would like to ask that you have heard this afternoon, two witness who in 
essence testified that they observed no material disruption at Fulton Chapel that night and 
that, moreover, the eight individuals who have come before this committee this afternoon 
were not involved in any conduct which would distinguish or differentiate them from the 
other alleged individuals in the incident. Therefore, there is no substantial basis from 
which to support the punishment meted out to those individuals which results in a stiffer 
or harsher sentence than the other individuals allegedly involved in the situation. We have 
also heard from the individual people appealing this afternoon, who, but their own 
testimony have shown their concern and commitment to the cause of ending and ridding 
this University of racism. And also to the cause of defending themselves against what 
they consider an illegal and unfair procedure. I would ask you, Mr. Chancellor, to 
consider all this evidence because that is technically all you have before you; and if this 
appeal committee considers any evidence not presented at this hearing, then on the 
notions of fair play and due process, we would like an opportunity to be heard on any 
other matters which may come to your attention. In addition, I would like to request a 
stay of execution of the sentences, if you so uphold them, which would result in 
terminating their status on the campus, until we have completely appealed to the Board of 
Trustees. You have heard from all of the people all of these students, that they intend to 
appeal. So you are put on notice that as soon as they can get a letter off after your 
determination, if it upholds this, they are going to do so. Therefore, with this knowledge 
in advance, I would say it would be an extreme act of bad faith to put them out of school 
pending their right to appeal to the Board of Trustees. So I ask for a stay, or any 
alternative, that they at least have to opportunity to remain until the Board has considered 
their request to remain here pending their ultimate appeal. Lastly, I would just like to say 
that if this decision is upheld, I say that on behalf of my clients, it would be the most 
blatant form of racism and racial discrimination imagined. 
(Pause)
I have no further comments.
KENNETH MAYFIELD
My name is Kenneth Mayfield; I was suspended by the University of Mississippi.
HENRIEESE ROBERTS
My name is Henrieese Roberts; I was suspended by the University of Mississippi.
ALVA RUTH PEYTON
My name is Alva Ruth Peyton; I was suspended by the University of Mississippi.
JOHN ALFRED DONALD
My name is John Alfred Donald; I was suspended by the University of Mississippi.
LINNIE BELL LIGGINS
My name is Linnie Bell Liggins; I was suspended by the University of Mississippi.
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THERON EVANS
My name is Theron Evans, Jr.; I was suspended by the University of Mississippi. 
PAUL JACKSON
My name is Paul Jackson; I was suspended by the University of Mississippi.
DONALD COLE
My name is Donald R. Cole; I was suspended by the University of Mississippi.
